THE ECOLE  NORMALE
There are three phases in Philosophy. You are in the first, and I wish with all my heart that you may pass on to the second to reach the third; let me explain what I mean by that.
The first philosophy is sensualistic, materialistic Philosophy, that of Lucretius, Thales, Fourier, Helvetius. Man looks upon this world without having yet turned his reflections inwards, without a clear sense of what is material and what is spiritual; he sees things through the common notions which come from Imagination. For him, Life, or the Being, is a subtle, somewhat fluid air, a something which is diffused all over the world, and which, combined in various ways, produces various organizations. The Good is enjoyment, perceptible emotion, or pleasure. This philosophy does not see much beyond the outward appearance of objects, and has at bottom no accurate and no clear notions ; it is the immediate successor of the scepticism which springs from the disappearance of religious belief. That is as far as you have got, where I was eighteen months ago, and where the world was in the time of Lucretius and at the beginning of the nineteenth century.
Now see how the mind emerges from that condition, and how you in your turn will emerge from it by means of Psychology and something analogous to Cartesianism ; it is called the Subjective Philosophy of Self; Christianity is somewhere near it. Man, pondering within himself, and distinguishing Self from all the material objects which surround it, becomes conscious of his spirituality and enters an entirely new world. He then denies that he is Matter, he establishes an impassable wall between Spirit and Matter, to such an extent that he denies Will any
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